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Manitoba archers Kevin Tataryn of Argyle, Jay Lyon of Winnipeg and Doris Jones of Selkirk all cracked the lineup for the Canada's squad that will compete at the Commonwealth Games in Delhi, India in October.  Tataryn, however, was the only one to win his classification, and he did it in style, scoring an upset in the process. Competing in the men's compound division, at Winnipeg's Canadian Mennonite University campus, Tataryn defeated Dietmar Trillus of Ontario, over the three days of shooting in the 70-metre distance. Tataryn scored 90.4616 to take first place, while Trillus, who also made the team, had 82.6426. "He has won world championships, the Vegas indoor tournaments, and a few World Cups," said Tataryn, "but in archery it is anyone's day. I was shooting fairly well today, and I was happy with the way I was shooting. He was ranked higher than me coming into the tournament, but I knew if I shot well, things would probably work out in the end." Also making the team were Ontario's Andrew Fagan and Chris Perkins.
In men's recurve competition, Lyon, who finished 10th at the Beijing Olympics in 2008, finished second behind Crispin Duenas of Toronto. Lyon scored 193.8951 points, while Duenas had 234.1506. Joining Lyon and Duenas on the Commonwealth Games squad are Hugh MacDonald of Vancouver and Phillip Arseneault of Edmonton.
Jones, who flip-flopped between deciding whether or not to enter the compound-bow competition, finished second with 104.6044 points behind Camille Bouffard-Demas of Montreal, who had 108.0246. Joining them on the team are Ashley Wallace, of Edmonton and Dawn Groszko of Calgary.
Archers making up the women's recurve team are Marie-Pier Beaudet of Quebec City, Alana MacDougall, Vanessa Lee and Kateri Vrakking of Toronto.

Next on the agenda for the Commonwealth team is the Canadian championships at Halifax in two weeks. Following that is Ogden, Utah, and the third stage of the World Cup the first week in August. "I think they are using it as a Commonwealth Games training camp to get the team together," said Tataryn. "We're all from different areas of Canada, and it is difficult to shoot with one another, except for once or twice a year when we are at a tournament."

The weekend's wacky weather posed a problem for the archers, but Tataryn said that with a little patience, it was not insurmountable. "You just had to watch the wind and time your shots," he said. "Instead of drawing back in the wind, you had to wait for the wind to die down and then shoot. Then when the wind picked up you just waited and hoped you don't run out of time.

"The mental game of archery is almost all of it," he went on. "All of the archers here have their equipment set up really well, and it just comes down to who can handle the pressure."

Looking ahead to Delhi, the 25-year-old archer says he's confident. "I am looking forward to the tournament, but I need to start shooting a bit more. I've just been too busy at work."

